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478 notes. 

For all new work, such as making varnish cells or centring 
cells or objects of any kind, this turn-table seems worthy to super- 
sede all previous forms. For repairing old work, which may not 
be well centred originally, it should be provided with a spring 
clip under which a mounted object can be centred by the concen- 
tric circles in the usual manner, and which, when not in use, can 
be removed entirely from the table, Jty a general adoption of such 
a table much of the annoyance incidental to revarnishing slides 
would be avoided. 

NOTES. 

Prof. D. S. Jordan has prepared, for the Report for 1874 of 
the Indiana State Geological Survey, a preliminary list of the 
fishes which he has found in Indiana, also including those likely 
to be obtained in the waters of the state. This list is prepared 
for the purpose of inducing local collectors to examine the streams 
and lakes of the state. While all such local lists are much wanted, 
we think a mistake is made in using the "Key" system for the 
means of identification. Why is it not just as well to give the 
characters of the orders, families, genera and species, and thus 
teach the collector as he works out his specimens, instead of mak- 
ing him follow out a series of artificial groups until he finds some- 
thing that will answer to the specimen he has in hand. The labor 
by the last method is not lessened, and when .the end is reached 
only a name is secured, whereas by the former method the name 
is found as readily, and much has been learned in hunting it 
out. 

The Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York), 
have recently issued two instructive pamphlets, which also illus- 
trate the riches in their keeping. One of these is a "Guide to 
the Cesnola Collection," and gives a general account, with a num- 
ber of cuts, of this most valuable collection of ancient art from 
the excavations made on the Island of Cyprus. This collection 
was purchased by the Museum for about $50,000, and is the result 
of seven years labor on the part of General Cesnola, during which 
time over eight thousand Phoenician tombs were opened. These 
tombs were situated six and one-half feet below the more recent 
Greek tombs, and the most recent date given to them is about 
800 or 1,000 years before Christ. The other, and much larger, 
pamphlet is a " Hand Book for the use of visitors examining Pot- 
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tery and Porcelain in the Museum," and contains much valuable 
information relative to both ancient and modern pottery. 

The Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Cam- 
bridge, has recently received from Mr. Alexander Agassiz, a very 
large and important collection made by himself and Mr. G-arman 
during the past winter, and illustrating the archaeology and eth- 
nology of ancient and modern Pern. A large number of vases, 
several mummies, and articles of various kinds found in the 
graves, were obtained from ancient burial grounds near the coast. 
Some very interesting vessels wei'e secured at Lake Titicaca, and 
a number of human crania were taken from the burial towers near 
the lake ; while the collection of articles now in use by the In- 
dians gives the means of comparing the past with the present. 
This very valuable addition will not be arranged until the cases 
in Boylston Hall, recently occupied by the Wyman Anatomical 
Museum, are fitted for the reception of the specimens belonging to 
the Peabody Museum. 

PeOf. H. A. Ward, of Rochester, has just issued a new cata- 
logue of osteological preparations, which shows the immense facil- 
ities at his control in the way of furnishing skeletons, skulls and 
special preparations, to those who wish to obtain specimens for 
their own study or for schools and museums. Until Prof. Ward's 
establishment was started, Americans were dependent on Paris for 
such specimens, but now anything, from a skeleton of a man down 
to that of a fish, can be had at fair prices by sending to Rochester, 
New York. 

The Cincinnati Quarterly Journal of Science for July contains 
a very readable article on the "Atlantis" tradition as given by 
Plato, and its bearing on the supposed early intercourse between 
the prehistoric civilizations of the old world and America. The 
author, Mr. L. M. Hosea, advocates the former relations between 
the ancient races of America and the old Egyptians, and points 
out many resemblances between the two civilizations. 

In the forthcoming report by the State Geologist of Indiana, of 
which we have been favored with advance sheets, Professor Cox 
describes and gives plans of the several ancient works in Indiana 
of which mention was made in our last number. Professor Cox 
also describes and figures in the same report a number of Pipes of 
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the Mound builders, and he is entitled to much credit in thus 
making known the antiquities of the state. 

The excursion of the Cambridge Entomological Club to the 
White Mountains started on July 8. About thirty persons, in- 
cluding ladies, will remain in camp for three or four weeks. The 
camp will be located near the Half-way House on Mt. Washington, 
and in an interesting field for collecting. 

The Cincinnati Society of Natural History have recently re- 
ceived a bequest of $50,000 from Mr. Charles Bodman of Cincin- 
nati. As no conditions are attached to the bequest the Society 
will be placed in a position that will enable it to do much for the 
advancement of science in the west. 

At a recent meeting of the Trustees of the Peabody Academy 
of Science, Professor Gray, who was one of the original Trustees, 
withdrew from the board, and Dr. Coggswell of Bradford, and Mr. 
John Robinson of Salem, were elected to fill vacancies. 

The distinguished geologist, Sir William Logan, for many 3'ears 
the head of the Geological Survey of Canada, died at Ontario, on 
June 28th. 
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